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Visa issuance rates on the rise in Bangladesh: UKVI shared updates to local agents on 
student visa applications from Bangladesh in a visa seminar 

Visa data showed an increase in visa issuance rates due to increased quality of UG and PG 
applications in the market resulting in improved turn-around times for student visas 
processing. This is an early sign of growing maturity and quality of students in the 
Bangladeshi market.  

 

 

 

As per the recent statistics (till June 2016) released by the UKVI on visa applications from Bangladesh, 

- 81% of student (Tier 4) applications were successful 

- Around 1,219 Tier 4 applications are granted  

- 95% of all visa applications had been issued within 15 working days.  

The new figures indicate that more genuine students are applying to UK which is resulting in less visa 
refusal and this is expected to improve further. The statistics clearly define Bangladesh as a more stable 
market when it comes to visa processing and approvals.  

 

These latest statistics were shared with 19 local agents at a visa seminar organised by the British Council 
on 27 October 2016. An official from UK Visas & Immigration (UKVI) Bangladesh presented the key 
presentation. An official from UKVI Mumbai was present over Skype throughout the seminar and responded 
to different queries of local agents during the Q & A session. New UK Tier 4 visa policies had been 
highlighted in the presentation.  

Jim Scarth, The Deputy Director of British Council Bangladesh on his note expressed his gratitude over 
agents’ contribution in creating positive impact for the market of UK Education in Bangladesh.  
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Brendan Fitzpatrick, Head of UKVI Team, UK Visas and Immigration, Dhaka delivered his presentation on 
the latest statistics on student visa applications, followed by information on the visa application process, 
supporting documents and funding requirements; and student interviews. He further discussed common 
reasons for visa refusal, options of working in the UK during and after study; and summarised the latest 
policies related to the Health Surcharge, Biometric Residents Permits and English Language Tests. 

Further to that, over the Skype Hayley Gatade, Education Account Manager, UK Visas and Immigration, 
British Deputy High Commission Mumbai received different queries from the agents and responded 
accordingly.  

 

 

  

While data and statistics from the UKVI are encouraging, it is the agents, who work on the ground that we 
were keen to hear from. They reported that while some UK institutions have reduced their activity in the 
Bangladeshi market due to last year’s visa refusal rates, there had been a massive turnaround this year 
and the situation has improved as the refusal rates have decreased and average time to get the visa and 
passport has been reduced.  Officials from UKVI also mentioned that increased quality applications were 
being received.  
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Agents asked different queries on IHS subscription fee, fund, sources of fund, clear guideline on supporting 
documents, education loan, English language requirements for the students applying for English courses, 
visa extension facility from the UK, third party sponsorship etc.  

Most of the queries are responded by the UKVI officials during the seminar. For some queries UKVI officials 
have taken note and will provide response in their final wrap up.  

British Council Bangladesh will continue to work closely with local partners and the UKVI and provide 
platforms where key stakeholders can come together to discuss and solve problems as well as celebrate 
small victories! We remain committed to working with UK institutions in their marketing efforts in 
Bangladesh and look forward to hearing from you about your engagement plans in the country.  

 

To know more about the latest visa statistics, the agents’ visa seminar or about the Bangladesh market, 
please get in touch with Jahir Uddin at Jahir.Uddin@bd.britishcouncil.org and 
siemsouthasia@britishcouncil.org . 
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