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Indian students ready to take off:  Pre-departure briefings 2015 
 
SIEM India delivered pre-departure sessions across nine cities in India addressed over 430 students who had 
received offers from UK institutions. During the pre-departure sessions we provided guidance to these students 
on how to prepare for an exciting, enlightening and culturally diverse student life in the UK. 
 
These sessions were delivered in Delhi, Mumbai, Hyderabad, Chennai, Bangalore, Pune, Ahmedabad, Kolkata and 
Chandigarh throughout the month of July. When compared to last year, there was 15% increase in the number of 
students that attended the pre-departure sessions. 
 
Qatar Airways were our associate sponsors and they made a presentation highlighting the various travel 
discounts and offers for students at these sessions. 
 
We welcomed parents as well and addressed their concerns, queries and anxieties of sending their kids to study 
abroad that would typically run through their minds. 
 
The session at each city started with a welcome address and followed by a series of presentations that covered 
the following themes- preparing for the journey, travel, dealing with immigration, securing finances, sorting out 
accommodation and meals as well as completing medical formalities. Some of these sessions included advice 
from experts through multimedia presentations and videos. During each session we played GREAT videos which 
covered experiential talks from current students present in the UK. 
 
The main highlight of pre-departure sessions were the presentation on ‘do and don’ts’ to be considered by 
students when they applying for a ‘student visa’ delivered by the UK Visas and Immigration colleagues. In some 
cities these sessions were delivered in face to face sessions while in others these were delivered through Skype.  
 
Interactive and fun sessions with alumni in each city put students at ease as they discussed concerns around 
safety, accommodation, eating out, cultural shifts, amongst other things. This went on to be the most enjoyable 
session for the students. 
 
In the cities of Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Kolkata and Chandigarh respective British Deputy High 
Commissioners were present to grace the occasion and gave an inspirational talk to students. 
The sessions in each city concluded with hi-tea and networking. 
 
Some interesting facts: from analysis of feedback forms from students who attended the pre-departure sessions: 
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87% attendees at the Mumbai and Delhi respectively mentioned that they would be funding their own studies. 
 

 
Interestingly, ‘Internet’ was the main source of information for student vis-à-vis ‘education agents’ across all 
cities. This clearly shows that students are depending more on the self-search and information available on the 
internet as compared to seeking information from education agents.   

 

Mumbai Pune Ahmedabad Chennai Kolkata Bangalore Hyderabad Delhi
Own funds 87% 79% 100% 63% 63% 58% 69% 87%
Scholorship(s) 22% 16% 11% 7% 29% 15% 21%
Sponsorship(s) 11% 3% 8% 6%
Bank loan(s) 20% 26% 26% 23% 15% 15% 45%
Other source(s) 6%
Blank/ NA 4% 9% 8%
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Planning to fund your studies 

Mumbai Pune Ahmedaba
d Chennai Kolkata Bangalore Hyderabad Delhi

Internet 78% 84% 100% 59% 57% 55% 38% 81%
Agents 16% 47% 22% 19% 46% 15% 15% 23%
Local school / college

counsellors 33% 5% 0% 11% 9% 12% 8% 43%

British Council 18% 0% 22% 7% 29% 12% 23% 68%
Other Source(s) 2% 0% 0% 0% 6% 3% 8%
Blank/ NA 4% 0% 3% 8%
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Sources of information you used whilst making a decision to study in the UK 

Mumbai Pune Ahmedaba
d Chennai Kolkata Bangalore Hyderabad Delhi

Directly 62% 42% 78% 48% 46% 45% 46% 83%
Through Agents 38% 58% 22% 37% 54% 48% 38% 17%
Any other, Please specify 4% 3% 8%
Blank/ NA 11% 4% 8%
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Similar trend was revealed when we asked students about how they applied to institutions. 83% students in Delhi, 
78% in Ahmedabad and 62% students in Mumbai mentioned they applied ‘directly’ to a UK institution. 
  

 
74% students in Pune, 70% in Bangalore, 61% in Mumbai were happy with the sessions and mentioned that the 
same met their expectations. 
 
Some snapshots from the pre-departure sessions: 

 
(Alumni Session in progress at the Delhi briefing)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Session by the SIEM team at the Chennai session) 

Mumbai Pune Ahmedabad Chennai Kolkata Bangalore Hyderabad Delhi
Strongly Agree 33% 21% 44% 48% 31% 12% 31% 43%
Agree 61% 74% 56% 30% 60% 70% 54% 55%
Neither agree/ Disagree 6% 5% 4% 6% 15% 2%
Disagree 3% 3%
Strongly Disagree
Blank/ NA 18% 15%
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(Visa session in progress with Entry Clearance Officer through Office Communicator at the Kolkata session) 

 
(Mr Kumar Iyer, British Deputy High Commissioner, Mumbai and Director General UK Trade and Investment, India 
addressing the Mumbai audience) 
 

 
(Audience at the Mumbai pre-departure session) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Pre-departure sessions: India 2015 
 

www.britishcouncil.org/siem 

© 2013 British Council. All rights reserved.  
This document may not be amended, copied or distributed without express written permission.   4 
 
 

 
Press coverage: in The Telegraph, Kolkata  

 
 
 
 

 


