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General Information
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General Information
• 3rd largest Spanish-speaking population in the world
• 2nd most bio diverse country in the world

• 3rd largest country in the region (population) 
• Population: 46.8 million
• 87 indigenous groups
• 27th most populated country in the world
• 77% of the population in urban areas
• 55% is under 30 years old 

• 28th largest economy in the world and 4th in Latin 
America with a GDP of £$206.026 billion
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Free Trade Agreements
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CIVETS
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• Diverse and Dynamic Economy

• Young Growing Population

• Geostrategic Location

• Economies consist of primary products 
and natural resources

CIVETS
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Colombia invitation to the OECD

Source: OECD: June 2013
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Colombian Demography Map
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Projected population distribution by age ranges, 
2013 



www.britishcouncil.org/siem

Santos Administration and Key Policies
(2010 – 2014) 
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• Ambitious reforms and improved foreign relations

• Infrastructure investments

• Environmental management and climate change

• Consolidation of peace  

Santos Administration and Key Policies
(2010 – 2014) 
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Pillars for the National Development Plan
2010 - 2014



www.britishcouncil.org/siem

Five Growth Engines

• Agriculture

• Infrastructure

• Mining

• Housing

• Innovation
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16 World-Class Sectors
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Structural change in employment



www.britishcouncil.org/siem

Education system
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Types of Higher Education Institutions

Undergraduate
– Professional Technician
– Technological 
– University professional (Bachelor)

Postgraduate
• Specializations
• Masters 
• Doctorates/Post-D
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High-Quality Accreditation Institutions in Colombia, 
2012
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QS Latin American University rankings 2013



www.britishcouncil.org/siem

QS Latin American University rankings 2013
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COLFUTURO 1992 – 2012, Areas
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COLFUTURO 1992 – 2012, destinations 
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Colombian HE students in the UK, 2002 - 2012

Source: HESA
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British Council Colombia
• English Language Teaching

– Teaching Centre
– National Bilingual Programme
– Local Education Authorities
– Policy Dialogues

• Exams
• Arts
• Education

– Schools/ Skills 
• School Leadership 
• Skills

– Higher Education
• IHE Policy Dialogues
• SIEM
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BC Colombia – MinEducation – ICETEX
Mobility Fund

• Aberystwyth University
• Bournemouth University
• City University of London
• Coventry University
• Imperial College London
• Liverpool John Moore’s University
• Plymouth University
• Queen Mary, University of London
• Queen's University Belfast
• The University of Edinburgh
• The University of Nottingham
• The University of Warwick
• University of Manchester
• University College London
• University of Dundee
• University of East London
• University of Glasgow / Loughborough University
• University of Hull
• University of Leeds
• University of Reading
• University of Southampton

• Escuela de Ingeniería de Antioquía
• Fundación Universidad del Norte
• Pontificia Universidad Javeriana
• Universidad de Antioquía
• Universidad de la Sabana
• Universidad de los Andes
• Universidad del Quindío
• Universidad EAFIT
• Universidad Nacional de Colombia
• Universidad Pontificia Bolivariana
• Universidad del Rosario

• Over 30 academics in Joint Research 
• Cooperation Agreenment or MoU needed!
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BC Colombia – SIEM

• Agents Training
• Direct Marketing/ Consultancy

• Education UK Exhibition
– 43 UK Institutions
– Over 5,000 registered - Over 3,000 visitors in 3 days

“We were all profoundly impressed with the organisation of this 
event – we were extremely well looked after, the programme was 
excellent, and the exhibition perfectly managed and with 
candidates who impressed both in terms of quality and quantity. 
The recruitment process seems to have been exemplary”.

Regional Manager Americas, University of Reading 

Video
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BC Colombia – Upcoming SIEM activity

• Europosgrados, 15-18 Nov.

• Education UK Roadshows 13-21 Nov.
Bogotá, Medellín, Cali and Barranquilla

• Education UK Exhibition 2014
– Bogotá (28 Feb, 1 March)

– Medellín- Cali (3-5 March)
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