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French Higher Education – Insights from the ground: 
Dr. Catherine Saracco



The French Higher Education System

➢ No umbrella organisation but different public & private bodies in charge of international cooperation, 

which reflects our historical divide between:  

➢ French legislation on internationalization in HE 

Loi « Libertés et responsabilités des universités » (LRU) from 2007. 

➢ Representative and advisory bodies on internationalization in HE (eg. Ministry – MESRI, Policy 

agencies – CPU, quality assurance agencies – HCERES, Campus France, CGE for Grandes Ecoles)

▪ Report commissioned by HCERES on Branch Campuses Overseas (2017). 

▪ Seminar on "Attractivité Afrique″ organised by Campus France (2018).

FRENCH UNIVERSITIES GRANDES ECOLES



French Higher Education : key facts & figures 

➢ Existence of a community of universities, research Labs and Grandes Ecoles for shared projects on training, 

research, technology transfer and international outreach.

14 HE stakeholders
Hard sciences & 

Technology
(since 2010)

18 HE stakeholders
French federal university in 

arts, science, technology and 
design

(since 2015)

14 HE stakeholders
Hard sciences & 

Humanities & Social 
Sciences

(since 2015)

Ranked 41st by THE in 
2019



Key drivers of HE institutions in international cooperation

Dauphine University, Paris

▪ To reach maximum level of student and staff mobility to qualify for the European 
Universities Initiative

▪ to become a leading European institution in a specific field of expertise
e.g. Organizational & Decision Sciences

▪ to ensure joint training programmes with partner universities at Bachelor’s and 
Master’s level 

▪ to strengthen attractiveness through off-site campuses (Tunis in 2009; London in 
2014; Casablanca in 2016)

▪ to encourage the implementation of graduate schools
▪ to guarantee student employability by working closely with businesses



The UK as a study destination: figures, trends & obstacles

▪ Increasing mobility within the Erasmus+ programme (student & teacher & staff 

mobility)

▪ Stabil attractiveness of the UK as a study destination post-Baccalauréat

❖ UCAS figures: French applicants through UCAS were 4820 (January 2019)

(+5% change from 2018 but final stats for the 2019 academic year are not yet 

released) 

❖ IELTS figures: 

- Slowdown in French IELTS candidates applying to the UK since April, while 

Canada and Other destinations continue to show positive growth

- Rise in IELTS applicants for universities in Germany, the Nordics & Denmark 

offering a large number of courses through EMI.



UUKi



IELTS candidates destination: trends



Obstacles: English Proficiency Index

France
31st 
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UUKi – What is TNE?

➢ 693,695 UK HE TNE students in 2017-18 (HESA) 

➢ 1/3 non-EU entrants to first degree programmes in England transferred from TNE

➢ >80% of UK universities deliver TNE programmes (HESA) 

➢ £610 million contribution to the UK Economy (DfE)

• Articulation

• Joint Awards

• Dual Awards

• Franchising 

• Validation

• Joint Campus

• Branch campus

• Distance learning

• Blended learning

• Twinning programmes

• CoTutelle

• Joint PhD supervision



TNE in the EU TOP  FIVE COUNTRIES/ 
TERRITORIES

# %

Greece 13,065 26.7%

Cyprus (EU) 7,260 14.8%

Germany 5,220 10.7%

Ireland 4,055 8.3%

Spain 3,275 6.7%



Partner-matching event

Cyprus, Greece, Spain and Poland

➢ Focus on business, engineering 
and creative arts

➢ 17 EU universities and colleges
➢ 19 UK universities
➢ 171 individual 15-minute meetings
➢ Briefings to all delegates
➢ A panel of British Council experts
➢ Informal networking sessions
➢ Tracking of results



TNE and Brexit
Complex regulatory issues
➢ Freedom of establishment
➢ Freedom of movement of services
➢ Professional recognition
➢ Academic recognition
➢ Quality assurance
➢ Taxation, immigration and employment

Enhanced collaboration between providers and sector bodies


