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Call for Proposals 
Enhancing the International Student Experience:  UK, China and Beyond 
9 March 2020, Beijing
Please submit the completed form to gen.uk@britishcouncil.org.cn by 31 December 2019.
Overview: International Student Experience in China
[bookmark: _Hlk9862209]China has ambitious goals to internationalise its higher education sector, which includes a target of hosting over 500,000 international students a year by 2020. It is well on the way to achieving this goal, with a total of 492,185 international students studying in China in 2018. In the drive to boost international student numbers, issues such as pre-departure support, academic readiness, pastoral care, and post-study employability are important considerations to ensure positive international student experience.  
The UK has a strong track record in hosting international students, with international students making up 19 percent of the UK student population. As UK institutions look to increase the numbers of domestic students going abroad as part of their degree, China has become an increasingly prominent host country and now ranks within the top ten study abroad destinations for outwardly mobile UK students.   There is much for the UK to share and learn on matters relating to hosting and supporting international students, specifically jointly tackling the common challenges of pre-during-post study support.
Conference – Enhancing the International Student Experience: UK, China and Beyond
The British Council will host a conference on the international student experience in Beijing in early March 2020. The International Student Experience Conference aims to bring together practitioners from both the UK and China to share their experience and expertise of hosting international students. Experts will discuss and share best practice on how to improve the experience of international students studying at higher education institutions overseas, with specific reference to the experience of UK students in China. In the long term, this is anticipated to lead to an increased two-way flow of mobile students between China and the UK, and an improved student experience and engagement from both countries.
Target audience
· Institutional representatives from the international offices and faculty departments of higher education institutions in the UK and China
· UK-China student mobility providers and practitioners 
· Policy makers, and higher education experts from the UK and China
Call for proposals
We are interested in receiving session proposals related to the theme of the international student experience in the context of UK-China student mobility. A combination of keynote speeches, case studies and panel discussions are expected to support delegates to share experience and discuss best practice for hosting international students.

Proposed sessions and focuses
· Pre-Departure Support 

Preparing students for studying overseas, including: 
a. Practical issues: visas; on-arrival arrangements; accommodation; peer support etc. 
b.  Cultural issues: culture shock

· Academic Readiness

Preparing students for different learning and teaching styles including issues such as:
a.	University organisation systems and procedures 
b.	Student-teacher relations
c.	Study and research skills
d.	Language and culture

· Internationalisation at Home

Maximising the benefits of hosting international students for the host and home institutions including: 
a.	On-arrival induction
b.	Providing an enriching experience for home and international students through student activities 
c.	Cultural programmes

· Pastoral Care
[bookmark: _Hlk25851885]Overcoming issues affecting international students such as homesickness and culture shock:
a.  Best practices for providing student health and wellbeing services for international students
b.  Mentoring and peer support

· Alumni Engagement 
Cultivating an international alumni network

· Graduate Employability
Mechanisms to support international students’ employability and future job prospects

[format: keynote speech, case sharing & panel discussion]
How to apply
Please submit your proposal(s) by completing the attached application form and send along with the following additional documents to gen.uk@britishcouncil.org  no later than 31 December 2019. Additional documents:
· CV
· Bio
· Sample materials from previous conference sessions delivered
Please include all additional documents in your application. Incomplete applications will not be considered. 
The British Council will cover selected speakers’ economy class return flights to Beijing, and 2 nights’ hotel accommodation.
We look forward to receiving your submission.
Application form:
	Name
	
(Title)
	
(First Name)
	
(Last Name)

	Job title / Position
	

	Email address
	

	Organisation
	

	My involvement in this session will be (delete as appropriate):
	Chair
Speaker
Other (please detail)

	Session title
	

	Session type (delete as appropriate)
	Presentation
Panel session
Case Study
(Other)

	Additional Speakers – please give name, job title, organisation and brief profile of all speakers in this session (if known at this point)
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Session summary (max. 200 words)
	

	Proposed structure
	

	What do you want the audience to take away from this session?
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