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The importance of data  
 

“The ability to take data – to be able to understand it, to 
process it, to extract value from it, to visualise it, to 

communicate it – that is going to be a hugely important 
skill in the next decades…” 

 

Hal Varian, Chief Economist, Google (2009) 
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Unreported, 683

United States, 661

United Kingdom, 369

Australia, 258

Germany, 257

France, 249

Canada, 190

Russian Federation, 
136

Japan, 132

Spain, 85

New Zealand, 70

Italy, 66

Austria, 60

Malaysia, 58
Korea, 50

Switzerland, 49

Belgium, 46
Other reporting 
countries, 317

Source: OECD, UNESCO, Oxford Economics

Inbound mobile students by destination market (2009, 000s)
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China, 568

India, 211

South Korea, 127

Germany, 105

Turkey, 72

France, 68
Kazakhstan, 67

Russia, 62Malaysia, 58

US, 55
Morocco, 54

Italy, 54
Vietnam, 50

Japan, 47

Canada, 46

Ukraine, 45

Belarus, 44

Iran, 44

Poland, 40

Uzbekistan, 39

Indonesia, 39

Pakistan, 37

Greece, 35

Hong Kong, 34

Saudi Arabia, 34

Nigeria, 34

Brazil, 32

UK, 32

Romania, 31
Mexico, 31

Other shortlisted 
countries, 403

Source: UNECO, 
OECD, Oxford Economics

Outbound mobile students by origin market (2009, 000s)
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United Kingdom:  Changes in international enrolments (2006-10) 

Source: Ministry of Education New Zealand 2011 Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency 2011 
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Sustainable growth in an international 
student market is dependent on two drivers: 

 

1. The number of people of relevant age 

 
 

2. The proportion of that population  

    that can afford higher education 
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China’s forecast population – in decline  
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Relationship between GDP per capita (PPP) and tertiary enrolments 

y = 0.1693ln(x) - 1.1472
R² = 0.5378
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Global GDP per capita (PPP) growth to 2020 
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The outlook for China?  
• Population of 18 to 22-year olds will decline  

• GDP growth will slow, but not become negative  
 

The impact on international education 
strategies?  
• Strategy needs to focus on market     

 diversification 

• China should not be sole source country; real 
 risk associated with this strategy  
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The China factor 

• Do you agree with us regarding China? 

• How important is China to your internationalisation strategy?  Has this 
changed over time?   

 
Looking to 2013 

 
• What are your internationalisation goals in 2013? 
 

• How have these goals changed from year to year? 
 
 

Decision-making 

 
• How do you decide on your international goals and strategy? 
 

• What information & data do you use?  
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Tertiary education in the UK 
 

•  Quality of teaching & education 

•  Internationally recognised qualifications   

•  Prestige/rankings 

•  Multiethnic society 

•  Safety 

•  Prevalence of English language 

•  Iconic culture   

 
 
British Council SIEM Conference 10-11 December 2012 

 
 

www.britishcouncil.org/SIEM

 
 

12



EDUCATION 

INTELLIGENCE 

© 2012 British Council. All rights reserved. This document may not be amended, copied or distributed without express written permission 

Student mobility in tertiary education 
Percent of foreign/international students in tertiary education, by destination, 2010 

Source: OECD Education at a Glance, 2012 
 
 
British Council SIEM Conference 10-11 December 2012 

 
 

www.britishcouncil.org/SIEM

 
 

13



EDUCATION 

INTELLIGENCE 

© 2012 British Council. All rights reserved. This document may not be amended, copied or distributed without express written permission 

Student mobility in tertiary education 
Percent of international students in tertiary education in each country 

Source: OECD Education at a Glance, 2012 
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United Kingdom: Over 100% increase in enrolments since 2006 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency 2011 
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United Kingdom:  Changes in international enrolments (2006 to 2010) 

Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency 2011 
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Top 10 factors defining the UK as a first-choice study destination 

Source: Student Insight: Global Plus data, 2012 
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Top 5 factors when choosing an institution in  

the UK 

1. Quality of the course 

2. It offers scholarships 

3. Career prospects 

4. Institution reputation 

5. It has world-class academics 

Source: Student Insight: Global Plus data, 2012 
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Qualitative…adding a personal dimension  

 

• Gives you confidence when discussing quantitative data  

• Real insight behind numbers  

• Depth  

• Value 

• Significance 
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Group discussion 

• Resources 

• What data do you use to inform your strategies?  Where do you obtain it?  

• How often do you use these resources? 

• What would you change about them (e.g. format, availability, ease of use)? 

• EI research 

• What EI reports have you found useful?  Not useful? 

• What research reports or services could EI provide that would be useful? 

• Have you considered using EI to conduct bespoke research? 

• Do you use any of the EI data mining tools?  If so, which ones? 

• Do you find the data mining tools easy to use?  If not, why? 

• Subscriptions 

• Will you continue with your BC SIEM subscription?  If so, are you 

considering upgrading it for more complete access to research and data 

mining tools?  

• If you are planning to discontinue your subscription, what resources will 

you use as an alternative?  
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Thank you!   
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