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In these challenging times for the sector - a new Skills Ministers and a move of Department, a new Chief Inspector, the implementation of the Sainsbury Review and the apprenticeships levy, EU referendum, area reviews and mergers - Innovation and Internationalisation could easily slip down on the list of priorities. Yet never were they more important than now. 
Internationalisation of the vocational education is not just about responding to the increasing mobility of learners and attracting them to the UK to study, although this makes financial sense.  Internationalisation is about coming together to tackle common challenges globally. The need to engage employers in training, to close the gap between education and industry standards, the need to develop soft as well as technical skills, these are hot topics in Birmingham and Beijing. Collaborating and exchanging good practice creates a diversity of approaches and innovation that provides a richer educational experience. This is vital for preparing our learners not just for a global workplace, but for a global life.
The British Council offers a range of tools and initiatives to support UK vocational providers in their efforts to internationalise. These include International Skills partnerships, Principal Shadowing, Leadership exchanges, and mobility programmes such as Charles De Gaulle and Erasmus+.
Our new digital offer in aid of internationalisation - Vocation Education Exchange – is an online magazine and sharing platform for leaders and practitioners interested in vocational education and skills development. It was initially launched in the Western Balkans in April 2016. Since then the magazine has grown in popularity and reach and is now ready to expand to Asia. 
In the first three months the magazine reached almost 40,000 practitioners and influencers in the Western Balkans. We have received and published articles and materials from over 30 different institutions and industry professionals around the UK. Its digital format provides an opportunity for the contributing organisations to be part of a growing global community sharing good practice and collaborating on common challenges. 
The current wave of change in the sector presents as many opportunities as challenges. Vocational Education Exchange is an opportunity for UK providers to easily engage in international activities and raise their global profile. It additionally helps to capitalise on the increased interest in UK approaches to skills training and demonstrates that the UK is globally connected and open for business. Take advantage!





 
