
NAFSA Market Briefing 

for UK institutions 
 

Brown Palace Hotel 

Denver, CO 
Monday, 29 May 2016 



www.britishcouncil.org/siem 
© 2016 British Council. All rights reserved.  

This document may not be amended, copied or distributed without express written permission. 
2 

NAFSA Market Briefing 

Time Description 

8:30 - 9:00 Registration & Breakfast 

9:00 - 9:05 Welcome  

9:05 - 9:35 US Policy Updates 

9:35 - 10:15 Higher Education in the United States and Colorado 

10:15 - 10:30 Coffee break 

10:30-10:45 US Market Updates 

10:00-11:15 Americas Updates 

11:15 - 11:45 Education Intelligence 

11:45 - 11:50 UK Visa and Immigration 

11:50 - 12:00 British Council USA Updates 

UK presence at NAFSA 
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United States Policy Updates  

 
 

Tamsin Thomas 

Higher Education Manager 

British Council USA 

 

 

Gina Del Tito 

Program Coordinator, Education and Society  

British Council USA 
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Other sources of insight 



Generation Study Abroad  



USA Study Abroad 



13 Early FAFSA aka Prior-Prior Year 



The New SAT 



The Coalition Application 



Common App 



Cuba 



Cheating in China 
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2016 Presidential Election  
 
 
 
 

 
• July 18th – 21st, Republican National Convention  

 
• July 25th – 28th, Democratic National Convention  

 
• November 8th, 58th presidential election  
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Bernie Sanders, Democratic Candidate  
 

 
 
 
 

• Free in state tuition for all 
 

• Financial aid and student loan refinancing 
 

• DREAMers  
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Hillary Clinton, Democratic Candidate  

  
 
 

• Create debt free education 
 

• Higher Education Act in 2017  
 

• Loan refinancing  
 

• Sexual assault on campus  
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Donald Trump, Republican Candidate  
 

 
 
 

• Common Core 
 

• Department of Education 
 

• Job creation  
 

• Trump University suit  
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White House Initiatives 
 

 
 
 

• Community College 
 

• College and Career Readiness, College Scorecard  
 

• Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
 

• Computer Science for All 
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Higher Education in the United States 

and Colorado 

 
Inta Morris 

Chief Advocacy and Outreach Office, Colorado 

Department of Higher Education 

and 

Director, StudyColorado 
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Welcome to Colorado ! 
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So Where is Colorado? 
“one of those square states in the middle”  

26 



Demographics 
• About the size of New Zealand, half the size of France 

• Capital City: Denver 

• Colorado Population: almost 5.4 million  

• Largest Minority: Hispanic, 21% 

• 2nd most educated state in US                                            
(bachelor’s degrees among                                                       
adult population) 

27 



U.S. Higher Education 
A few terms 

 

• Higher Education = post-secondary education = tertiary 
education 

• “College” can mean:  

• Attending a university or college – “Are you going to college after 
you graduate?” 

• A 4-year college, e.g., Fort Lewis College in Durango, Colorado  

• A college within a university, e.g., college of business at the 
University of Colorado 

• “Completion” can mean a certificate or degree or even 
transfer to another institution 
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U.S. Higher Education 
Types of Institutions 
• Public (state-funded) vs private 

• Private: for profit and nonprofit 

• Carnegie Classification  
• Community Colleges or Junior Colleges or Associate’s  Colleges 
• Baccalaureate Colleges 
• Masters Colleges and Universities 
• Doctorate-Granting Institutions 
• Other (Special Focus, Tribal) 

• In Colorado, we use: 
• Community Colleges (including Junior Colleges) 
• Four Year Institutions (including some with Masters programs) 
• Research Institutions 
• Private  

• Degree granting institutions 
• Occupational schools  

• Other…. 
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U.S. Higher Education 
Governance 
• Governance of higher education in the US is described as a 

“triad”: the three-legged system of the federal government, 
accrediting agencies, states 

• Federal government – oversees financial aid. NOT a centralized 
authority, NOT responsible for quality control 

• Accrediting agencies – private nonprofit organizations that 
establish criteria and requirements to ensure similar quality 
among its institutions 

• State government – authorizes institutions, other statewide 
responsibilities vary from coordinating to regulatory 

• Typically  state funding, capital construction, enrollment policy and 
tuition 
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U.S. Higher Education 
A bit more on accreditation 

• Institutional accreditors – regional and national 
accreditation organizations that review entire 
institutions 

• Programmatic accreditors – specialized and 
professional accrediting organizations that 
review specific programs or subject area 
offerings 

• Accreditation accreditor – Council for Higher 
Education Accreditation (CHEA) 

32 



Higher Education by the 
Numbers 

 
*Degree-granting,  Title IV eligible 

United States Colorado 

Number of 
Institutions* 

4,726  
(3,026 4-year, 1,700 2-
year) 

Public: 14 4-year;17 2-
year 
Private: 52 

Number of 
Students 

Appx 21,000,000 
(86% undergraduate) 

Appx 375,000 
(Appx 83% undergraduate) 

Students enrolled 
at Public (vs 
Private) 

Appx 78% Appx 67% 

Women vs Men 57% : 43% 53% : 47% 

Number of 
International 
Students  
(2014-15) 

974,926  
 

10,800 
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U.S. Higher Education 
Funding 

Public Institutions Private Institutions 

40% 

12% 

2% 1% 

29% 

0% 12% 

4% 

Sources of Revenue 
Tuition & Fees

Federal

State

Local

Sales & Services

Endowment
Income

Private Gifts,
Grants, Contracts

Other

20% 

15% 

27% 
5% 

28% 

1% 4% 1% 

Sources of Revenue 
Tuition & Fees

Federal

State

Local

Sales & Services

Endowment
Income

Private Gifts,
Grants, Contracts

Other
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Average Tuition and Fees  
(Undergraduate, in-state) 

United States 

Colorado 

2003-2004 2013-2014 

4 Year Private $24,070 $30,090 

4 Year Public $5,900 $8,890 

Community College $2,420 $3,260 

2003-2004 2013-2014 

4 Year Private 

4 Year Public $2,678 $9,082 

Community College $1,585 $3,849 35 



Higher Education in the US 
Current Issues and Trends 

 

• Traditional student less and less the norm 
• Decreased state funding and rising tuition 
• Increasing student debt 
• Better alignment with K-12 

• Concurrent enrollment 

• Blurred roles and missions 
• Performance-based funding 
• Need for more degrees and credentials 
• New approaches to post-secondary education 

• E.g., boot camps, MOOCs, competency-based 
education 
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Colorado’s Master Plan 

• Increase credentials 

• Improve student success 

• Reduce gaps 

• Restore fiscal balance 
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International Students in 
Colorado 
• 10,800 international students in Colorado in 2014-15 

• Top sending countries 
Colorado  United States 

China  China 

India  India 

Saudi Arabia South Korea 

Brazil 

South Korea 

• 5355 Colorado students went abroad 

• Top Study Abroad countries: 

 UK, Italy, Spain, France 

• Where are students going in the US? 

 California, Texas, New York 
38 



StudyColorado 

• An initiative housed at the Colorado Department of Higher 
education 

• 25 members, 35+ campuses  

• Promote internationalization of higher education in Colorado 

• Work with institutions, state government agencies and 
business 
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Trends 

 

 

 

 

 

• Growth countries: Brazil, India, Kuwait 

• Reduced budgets -> webinars, agents, pathway 
programs (INTO) 

• Shorter-term visits 

• Government sponsored programs ? 

0
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4,000

6,000

8,000
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12,000

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

International Students in Colorado 
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Some StudyColorado Activities 

• (June 2013)  Participated in Inaugural Denver–Narita United Airlines 
NonStop Flight  

• (June 2014)  Accompanies Governor’s Mission to Mexico 

• Annual International Student Conferences (July 2013, September 
2014) 

• Annual Receptions for EducationUsa Advisors in Washington, DC 

• Advocated with Saudi Mission on behalf of all StudyColorado 
members 

• Colorado had been closed to closed to Saudi students for one 
year 

• StudyColorado sent letter from Lt Governor and facilitated 
meeting. 

• Awarded two grants from U.S. Department of State (through IIE) to 
host higher education professionals  

• NAFSA!!! 
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What our members are saying 
about StudyColorado 
• This organization plays at least two vital roles … First,  the power of a 

united group of government, industry, and higher education working to 
showcase Colorado could not reach the same audiences if any of the 
institutions were to try to market individually. Second, the ability for the 
same constituents to meet regularly to create a marketing strategy, 
share resources, and consult with each other also brings a value beyond 
the united marketing front.  
 

• Traditionally, community colleges have not been large participants in the 
area of international student recruitment or internationalization. .. 
Study Colorado reinforces the importance of a global presence. It gives 
an added legitimacy to our passion for connecting to the world.  
 

• …Whether we like it or not, even in the higher education sector, we are 
all entrepreneurs. At each of our institutions we have worked hard to 
make ends meet and I believe that collectively we can gain much by 
sharing our funding strategies and perhaps establish joint projects which 
would either lower our individual costs or simply allow us generate 
more revenue.  
 

42 
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Break (15 minutes) 
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US Market Updates 

 

Stephanie Blochinger 
Education Officer 

British Council USA 

 

 

Jenna Hartsell 
Education Coordinator 

British Council USA 
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Rank Country of Domicile 

# of students 

studying in the 

UK 2014-2015 

Rank Country of Domicile 

# of students 

studying in the 

UK 2014-2015 

1 China 94,995 11 Greece 11,030 

2 United States 27,650 12 Spain 9,825 

3 India 19,485 13 Cyprus (EU) 9,795 

4 Nigeria 18,950 14 Saudi Arabia 9,740 

5 Germany 18,135 15 Singapore 7,820 

6 Malaysia 17,945 16 Canada 7,750 

7 Hong Kong (SAR) 16,965 17 Romania 6,800 

8 France 16,430 18 Thailand 6,740 

9 Italy 12,745 19 Pakistan 6,575 

10 Ireland 11,430 20 Bulgaria 6,425 

Source: HESA Student record 2002/03 - 2014/15 ©British Council 
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Source: HESA Student record 2002/03 - 2014/15 ©British Council 
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Top 10 Sources of International Students 
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US: Student enrollment in the UK 2003/04-2014/15 
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US: Level of study in UK 2012/13-2014/15 
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UK Benchmarking: US & the world 

By mission group (UGT, PGT, PGR, 2014/15) 

INSTITUTION GROUP 

U
N
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D
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T
E
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G
L

O
B

A
L

 
 Russell Group 82% 63% 

 University Alliance 10% 24% 

 Million+ Group 5% 11% 

 GuildHE 4% 3% 

Source: HESA Student record 2002/03 - 2014/15 ©British Council 
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1- Global  
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US: Domestic undergraduate enrollment 2002-2014 
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US: Undergraduate acceptance rates in the UK  2004-2013 
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US: Domestic and UK postgraduate enrollment 
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Top global destinations for US SAE participants 

Country 2012/13 2013/14 Change 
% of all US 

students 

studying abroad 

UK 36,210 38,250 +5.6 12.6 

Italy 29,848  31,166 +4.4 10.2 

Spain 26,281  26,949 -2.5 8.9 

France 17,210  17,597 +2.2 5.8 

China 14,413  13,763 -4.5 4.5 

Totals 289,408 304,467 +5.2 100 

Source: Institute of International Education. (2015). "Top 25 Destinations of U.S. Study Abroad Students, 2012/13 -2013/14." Open 

Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors 
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UK market share of US SAE students 
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US: Where students studied in the UK in 2014/15 
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Greatest number of American students 

1. The University of Edinburgh 

2. The University of St Andrews 

3. The University of Oxford 

4. University College London 

5. King’s College London 
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US: Where UGT students studied in the UK in 2014/15 

Greatest number of American students 

1. The University of St Andrews 

2. The University of Edinburgh 

3. The University of Glasgow 

4. University of the Arts, London 

5. The University of Oxford 

Source: HESA Student record 2002/03 - 2014/15 ©British Council 
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US: Where PGT students studied in the UK in 2014/15 
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Looking forward: UCAS indicators 

Domicile 

of 

applicant 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Not EU 53,200 56,090 61,690 63,680 62,430 

Not EU -5% 0% 10% 3% -2% 

 Future Indicators 

 April interim comparison point 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/siem


www.britishcouncil.org/siem 
© 2016 British Council. All rights reserved.   

This document may not be amended, copied or distributed without express written permission. 
62 

Looking forward: US student enrollment indicators 
Domestic undergraduate enrollment in the US, actual (2002-2013) and predicted (2014-2019) 
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Domestic postgraduate enrollment in the US, actual (2002-2013) and predicted (2014-2019) 

Looking forward: US student enrollment indicators 
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Domestic Freshman Migrations 

Out-of-state students, NCES 2014 

TOP 5  
SENDING STATES 

 

 

 

 

 

California  41,820 

New Jersey  34,813 

Illinois 33,696 

New York  33,050 

Texas  26,515 

TOP 5 NET 
SENDING STATES 

New Jersey  29,101 

Illinois  16,623 

Maryland 8,442 

Texas  8,155 

Connecticut 5,249 

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, Higher Education General Information Survey 

(HEGIS), March 2015 
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Americas Updates 

 
 

Salvador López Carbajal 

Regional Director of Higher Education, Americas 

British Council Americas 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/siem


© 2016 British Council. All rights reserved.  
This document may not be amended, 
copied or distributed without express 

written permission. 

BRITISH COUNCIL´S HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGY IN THE AMERICAS 
 
 
REGIONAL PLAN 2016-2017 



OUR ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATION SYSTEMS 

IN THE AMERICAS: 

 

The shape of global higher education: national 

policies framework for international engagement 
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Overview: categories and indicators Weight 

1. Openness and mobility 0.33 

 1.1 IHE strategy  0.25 

 1.2 Student mobility policies  0.25 

 1.3 Academic mobility and research policies  0.25 

 1.4 Programme and provider mobility  0.25 

2. Quality assurance and degree recognition 0.33 

 2.1 International students’ quality assurance and 

admissions 

 0.33 

 2.2 Quality assurance of academic programmes  0.33 

 2.3 Recognition of overseas qualifications  0.33 

3. Access and sustainability 0.33 

 3.1 Student mobility funding  0.33 

 3.2 Academic mobility and research funding  0.33 

 3.3 Sustainable development policies  0.33 

Total 1.0 
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OVERALL SCORE OPENNESS 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND 

RECOGNITION 

ACCESS AND 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Australia Very high Very high Very high high 

Botswana Low high Low Low 

Brazil Low high Very Low high 

Chile Low Low Very Low high 

China high Very high Low Very high 

Colombia Low Low Very Low Very high 

Egypt Low Low Low high 

Ethiopia Very Low Low Very Low Very Low 

Germany Very high Very high Very high Veryhigh 

Ghana Low Low Low Low 

India High High Low High 

Indonesia High High Low Very High 

Kazakhstan High Low Low High 

Kenya Low High Low Low 

Malaysia Very High Very High Very High Very High 

Mexico Low Very Low Very Low High 

Nigeria Low Low Very Low Low 

Pakistan High High Low High 

Philippines High High High Low 

Russia High High Low High 

South Africa Low High High Low 

Thailand High High Low Very High 

Turkey High High Low Very High 

United Kingdom Very High Very High Very High High 

United States High High Low High 

Vietnam High High High High 
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Openness and international mobility policies

Rank / 26 Country Score / 10 Rating

1 Australia Very strong

2 United Kingdom Very strong

3 Germany Very strong

4 Malaysia Very strong

5 China Very strong

6 Vietnam Strong

7 Thailand Strong

8 Turkey Strong

9 India Strong

10 United States Strong

11 Indonesia Strong

12 Botswana Strong

13 Pakistan Strong

14 Brazil Strong

15 Russia Strong

16 Philippines Strong

17 Kenya Strong

18 South Africa Strong

19 Kazakhstan Weak

20 Egypt Weak

21 Chile Weak

22 Colombia Weak

23 Ethiopia Weak

24 Ghana Weak

25 Nigeria Weak

26 Mexico Very weak
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Quality Assurance and degree recognition

Rank / 26 Country Score / 10 Rating

1 Australia Very strong

2 United Kingdom Very strong

3 Germany Very strong

4 Malaysia Very strong

5 Vietnam Strong

6 Philippines Strong

7 South Africa Strong

8 Russia Weak

9 China Weak

10 Kenya Weak

11 Pakistan Weak

12 Kazakhstan Weak

13 Thailand Weak

14 India Weak

15 United States Weak

16 Turkey Weak

17 Botswana Weak

18 Egypt Weak

19 Indonesia Weak

20 Ghana Weak

21 Brazil Very weak

22 Colombia Very weak

23 Ethiopia Very weak

24 Nigeria Very weak

25 Mexico Very weak

26 Chile Very weak
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Access and sustainability policies

Rank/26 Country Score / 10 Rating

1 China Very strong

2 Germany Very strong

3 Thailand Very strong

4 Indonesia Very strong

5 Turkey Very strong

6 Colombia Very strong

7 Malaysia Very strong

8 United States Strong

9 United Kingdom Strong

10 Vietnam Strong

11 Kazakhstan Strong

12 Russia Strong

13 Chile Strong

14 Brazil Strong

15 Pakistan Strong

16 Mexico Strong

17 Egypt Weak

18 India Weak

19 Australia Weak

20 Philippines Weak

21 South Africa Weak

22 Nigeria Weak

23 Ghana Weak

24 Kenya Weak

25 Botswana Weak

26 Ethiopia Very weak



EMERGING THEMES  

i. National-level strategies on international 
higher education; 

 

ii. Mobility of students; and 

 

iii.  International collaboration in teaching and 
research. 

 

…commissioned for 2016-2017 
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OUR WORK IN THE AMERICAS: 

 

Market insight and activity 
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Maintaining our presence across the world 

© 2016 British Council. All rights reserved.  
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copied or distributed without express 
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The map shows areas where we work (in dark grey), as well as priorities for activity and 
impact in the areas of: 
• Security and stability (red) 
• Prosperity and development (green) 
• Influence and attraction (blue) 



Market insight: CANADA 

• ~80% population live within 2 hrs of US 

• One of the world’s most educated workforces 

• Noticeable East-West divide (provinces hold vast power 
with little interprovincial cooperation) 

• R&D spend is 1.6% GDP (=UK) with ~50% from the 
private sector. 

• ~ 50% of R&D done by 5 universities (UT, UM, UBC, 
McGill, UA) 

• Key provider and recipient of TNE in HE, skills and 
vocational training (US, China, Japan, Qatar, Thailand, 
India) 
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• Trudeau administration elected with promise to restore & 
significantly increase science funding 

• Significant increases to clean tech/low carbon spending 
as part of Mission Innovation (Americas: Canada, USA, 
Mexico and Brazil) 

• Similar research council system 

• +50k Canadian students abroad (15% in UK, 2nd to USA) 

• Research strengths in a number of areas: 

• Clean tech – CCS, smart grids, renewables & energy efficiency  

• Health & life science – genomics, AMR & neuroscience 

• Unmanned vehicles & aviation 

• Polar research 

Market insight: CANADA 
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Market insight and our work: CANADA 

OUR WORK in 16-17 

Priority: increased collaboration in education, social 
innovation and science. 

• Students for Social Impact (JW McConnell, Trico 
Foundations, Deshpande Foundation) 
 

• Famelab (NSERC, Discovery) 
 

• SIEM offer focused on DMS, CISCA and Study in 
UK, Bespoke consultancy, creative industries and 
study tours 
 

• Science and Innovation Network (SIN) 
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• EPN´s commitment to STI to increase up to 1% 

• Significant increases to clean tech/low carbon spending 
as part of energy reform (CEMIES, e.g. Edinburgh), and 
Mission Innovation (Americas: Canada, USA, Mexico and 
Brazil) 

• Newton Fund changing dramatically relations (3 pillars) 

• +20k Mexican students abroad (17% in UK, 2nd to USA 
but 1st for CONACYT-sponsored) 

• Education reform: new drive & opps in basic, middle and 
higher sectors 

• Mutual Recognition of Titles, Degrees and Diplomas  

Market insight: MEXICO 



Market insight and our work: MEXICO 

OUR WORK in 16-17 

• Meta-research & TNE: identifying capacity building 
opportunities in Mexican universities 

• ELT: Government-sponsored english students, summer 
schools in UK 

• SIEM offer focused on Exhibitions (DF, MTY, GDL) and 
DMS 

• Newton Fund: RL, IL, STEM, PhD placements, PDE 

• Mutual Recognition of Qualifications 

• Work with SIN and LATCOP-IU 
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• Country transitioning from peace process and constantly + 
focused in knowledge creation, and accession to OECD 
(e.g. Medellin as most innovative city in the world 2013) 

• Newton Fund delivering on capacity building (people 
moving to research and translation) 

• 22% population with tertiary education vs 14% Brazil  

• +20k Colombian students abroad. Strong in PA & USA 

• CCYK network (Andes, Nacional, Antioquia, LaSalle, etc) 

• Mutual Recognition of Titles, Degrees and Diplomas  

Market insight: COLOMBIA 
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Market insight and our work: COLOMBIA 

OUR WORK in 16-17 

• Supporting the government´s strategy for 
internationalisation: sharing best practice 

• ELT: english summer schools in UK, student-paid 
(Nottingham) 

• SIEM offer focused on Exhibitions (BOG, MED, CALI) and 
DMS 

• Newton Fund: RL, IL, STEM, Colombia BIO (10m) 

• Mutual Recognition of Qualifications 

• Work with SIN and LATCOP-IU 
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• A BRIC nation with serious challenges for HE and UK e.g. 
strong political turmoil, cancellation of SwB, Zika 

• Newton Fund escalated a ´good´ to a ´great´ relation 
(people and research, need for more translation) 

• ¾ tertiary students are in  private institutions 

• Distance education grew 35% in last 10 years, TNE 
potential but through local institutions (bureaucracy) 

• Home to some of the best Unis in the region (54% share 
of research output in LATAM)  

• +32k Brazilian students abroad (18% in UK, 3rd after USA, 
Canada and now Germany growing constantly) 

• Mutual Recognition of Titles, Degrees and Diplomas  

Market insight: BRAZIL 
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Market insight and our work: BRAZIL 

OUR WORK in 16-17 

• Researcher Connect: Training early-career researchers 

• English training for students (UNESP, SANTANDER open 
call) 

• Famelab (CONFAP) 

• UK Alumni awards 

• SIEM offer focused on Exhibitions (SP & RIO) and DMS 

• Newton Fund: RL (Bilat & Uruguay), IS, Zika, IL 

• Mutual Recognition of Qualifications 

• Work with SIN and LATCOP-IU 
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Market insight and our work: CHILE 

• Small operation 
 

• Chile leaving the DAC list in December,  
 

• Newton Fund: PDE, RL, IS stopping in December, 
evolution to a more normal relation 
 

• 8,800 Chileans abroad (7.7% in UK after US, Spain 
and France) 
 

• SIEM offer focused on single exhibition a year 
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Market insight and our work: PERU 

Priority: support the government´s development of its HE 
sector through quality assurance and internationalisation 

strategy. 

• Peru´s HE reform on evaluation, elections next week 
  
• PA-funded: Establishing the framework for UK-
Peruvian engagement in Higher Education (HE): 
governance, leadership and internationalisation 
 
• Capacity building for Network of Peruvian 
Universities for Internationalization 
 

•No SIEM offer this year 
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Interested in other markets?  
 

 

 

 

Let us know, we have ocassionally 
responded to requests in e.g. 

Argentina, Caribbean, Venezuela… 
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Thank you 

 Salvador López Carbajal 
Regional Director of Higher Education  

Americas 
 

T +52 55 5263 1916 

M +52 1 55 1930 3802 

Tw @lopezcastes 

salvador.lopez@britishcouncil.org 
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WORLD POPULATION PROSPECTS, 

THE 2015 REVISION 
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WORLD POPULATION PROSPECTS, 

THE 2015 REVISION 
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POPULATION AGED 15-24, BY MAJOR 

REGIONS 
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18-22 YEAR OLD POPULATIONS 

www.britishcouncil.org 97 



DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS TO 2025:  

TERTIARY AGE (18-22) POPULATION 

GROWTH  
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DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS TO 2025:  

TERTIARY AGE (18-22) POPULATION 

GROWTH  
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GROWTH IN HOUSEHOLD WEALTH 
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?  
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TOTAL INTERNATIONAL ENROLMENTS 
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TOP ORIGIN COUNTRIES, 2014/15 

Total 

enrolments 

in UK HEIs 

Per cent of total 

international 

enrolments 

Per cent growth 

from 2013/14 

Per cent growth 

2012/13 to 

2013/14 

China 94,995 19% 2% 5% 

United States 27,650 6% 3% 6% 

India 19,485 4% -7% -12% 

Nigeria 18,950 4% -1% 4% 

Germany 18,135 4% -3% -2% 

Malaysia 17,945 4% 3% 9% 

Hong Kong (SAR) 16,965 3% 10% 13% 

France 16,430 3% 1% -1% 

Italy 12,745 3% 9% 12% 

Ireland 11,430 2% -5% -8% 

Greece 11,030 2% -5% -3% 

Spain 9,825 2% 3% 5% 

Cyprus (EU) 9,795 2% -4% -4% 

Saudi Arabia 9,740 2% -2% -2% 

Singapore 7,820 2% 7% 12% 

Canada 7,750 2% -2% 3% 
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TOP ORIGIN COUNTRIES, 2014/15, UG 
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TOP ORIGIN COUNTRIES, 2014/15, PG 
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POSTGRADUATES SINCE 2010/2011 

• In 2014/15 there were 8,100 fewer international postgraduate students in the 
UK as compared to 2010/2011 
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China 16,825 

Iraq 1,990 

Italy 1,550 

Indonesia 1,035 

India -19,405 

Pakistan -3,610 

Ireland -2,445 

Greece -1,480 

Ecuador 293% 
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PG COMPUTER SCIENCE 

• Computer science (-5,845), education (-1,000) and engineering and 
technology (-1,000) saw the highest decrease in international PG enrolments 
from 2009/10 to 2014/15 
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INTERNATIONAL ENROLMENTS  

• Total Indian students have halved since 2009/2010 and Pakistani student 
numbers down 37% 

• Indian students rising in the US (29% since 2010) and other competitor 
destination countries 

 

 

• Slowdown in enrolments not indicative of overall market 

• Growth coming from TNE hosts, ‘fragile states’, scholarship countries 
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ORIGIN MARKET FORECASTS 
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OUTBOUND STUDENTS BY ORIGIN, 

2012 AND 2025 
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OUTWARD MOBILITY POLICIES 
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COMPETITOR DESTINATION MARKETS 
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MARKET SHARE DECREASING 

• The UK has seen decreases in its global market share of international 
students 

 

• From 2013/2014 to 2014/15, the US saw 10% growth, Australia 8% growth, 
Canada 11% growth, and Germany 7% growth  

 

• More ‘traditional sending countries’ (Malaysia, China, UAE) are hosting higher 
numbers of international students  

 

• Internationalisation mobility initiatives globally 

 

• Southern African Development Community (SADC) 

 

• ASEAN - Common Space of Higher Education in Southeast Asia 
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COST OF EDUCATION  
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COMPETITOR STRATEGIES 
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The US 

• Education USA runs 
scholarship programmes 
and overseas promotion 
of US education through 
400+ Education USA 
centres 

• Individual states and 
institutions also run 
marketing campaigns 

• Graduates of non-STEM 
subjects are eligible for 1 
year of post-study work, 
while most STEM 
graduates can extend 
this for a further 24 
months 

Australia 

• New draft strategy (2015) 
to develop 
competitiveness in visas 
and PSW programmes 

• Goal to attract 1 million 
international students 
and 10 million offshore 
students within the next 
ten years 

• Streamlined visa 
processes 

• Graduates who have 
studied in Australia for at 
least 2 years are eligible 
for work visas, from 1.5 
to 4 years, depending on 
level of qualification  

Canada 

• Double international 
student enrolment to 
450,000 by 2022 

• Students who have 
completed a degree 
course lasting two years 
or more are eligible for a 
3 year post-graduation 
work permit, while those 
who have studied for less 
than 2 years are entitled 
to a permit for the same 
amount of time as their 
course 

• Permanent residence in 
Canada requires only 
one year of full-time 
Canadian work 
experience in a technical, 
professional or 
managerial role 



COMPETITOR STRATEGIES 
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New Zealand 

• Attract 143,000 
international students 
by 2025 

• Streamlined visa 
processes 

• Graduates are eligible 
for a 1 year PSW visaIf 
the job is related to 
their field, they are 
eligible for a further 2-
year PSW visa (3 
years total) or 3 years 
for graduates working 
towards membership 
in certain professional 
organisations (4 years 
total) 

• PSW is a pathway to 
permanent residency 

China 

• Host 500,000 
international students 
by 2020 

• Chinese government 
scholarships for 
foreign students 

• Expanded work 
opportunities for 
foreign students 

• Foreign students can 
obtain short-term 
internships and 
international students 
studying in Beijing 
universities can take 
part-time jobs or 
become entrepreneurs
  

Japan 

• Aims to attract 300,000 
international students 
in 2020 

• Strengthening English-
language proficiency 
among Japanese 
students and 
increasing number of 
degree programmes in 
English 

• “Generous post-study 
work” options 

 



WHAT DOES THIS MEAN?  
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GLOBAL STUDENT MOBILITY 
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WHY DO YOU WANT TO COME TO OUR 

UNIVERSITY?   
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UK’S UVP 

• Diverse 

• Culture & travel  

• Efficient & high performing 

• Affordable 

• Shorter programmes 

• Highly-recommended 

• High-quality education 

• Institutional autonomy 

• Scope of internationalisation 

• Research and innovation 

• Employability 
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THANK YOU! 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the Education Intelligence team! 

 

Zainab Malik, Research Director – zainab.malik@britishcouncil.org.hk 

Anna Esaki-Smith, Editorial Director – anna.esaki-smith@britishcouncil.org.hk 

Terry Lee, Marketing and Research Coordination Manager – 
terry.lee@britishcouncil.org.hk 

Billy Ngan, Assistant Manager of Digital Projects – billy.ngan@britishcouncil.org.hk 

 

For information on our subscription and research: 
https://siem.britishcouncil.org/news/opportunities/education-intelligence-annual-
subscription-2016-17 
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UK Visas and Immigration 

 

 

 

Drew Chen 
Clearance Officer 
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UK Visas and Immigration 

British Council Market briefing 

NAFSA, Denver  

 
May 2016 
 

 

 

Drew Chen 

UK Visas and Immigration, New York  #dontbelateforclass 



UKVI in the Americas 

 

Two decision making centres in the Americas, New York that 

covers  applications made in Canada, North America and the 

Caribbean. Bogota covers Central and South America. 

 

• Customer demand remains strong. The New York DMC 

processed 114, 500 applications across 2015, an increase 

of 14% on 2014. This includes a 4% increase in Tier 4 

General Student cases. In New York, 99% of all Tier 4 

applications are successful. 

• We have increased access and service options for 

customers via the Premium Application Centres (PACs) 

operated by our commercial supplier, VFS. Centres now 

available in New York, Los Angeles and Washington, with 

more planned. We have introduced an “on demand” 

service where we can provide biometric clinics for large 

groups. 

• Some changes have been made to the immigration rules 

that will affect students. Most notably the removal of an 

English Language requirement for Third Country National 

students in the United States who are undertaking a Study 

Abroad course in the UK for less than 6 months. 
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Students – two main routes 

 

• Tier 4 students  

 The Tier 4 (General) category is for adult students who want to come to or 

remain in the UK for their post-16 education. It is the appropriate route for any 

student who is intending to remain in the UK for more than 6 months or for any 

study abroad students who intend to do any work whilst studying in the UK 

(includes all work paid or unpaid eg work placements, internships or voluntary 

work) 

 

• Short term students 

 Courses of six months or less 

 Intend to study at an acceptable institution or as part of an overseas degree 

course 

 Do not want to work or undertake a course-related work placement  

 Do not intend extend their stay in the UK 
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British Council USA Updates 
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Education Team 

 
United States of America 

Stephanie Blochinger, Education Officer (DC) Alumni, postgraduate and SAE  

Alison Corbett, Education Programme Manager (DC)  

Gina Del Tito, Program Coordinator, Education and Society (NYC) 

Jenna Hartsell, Education Coordinator (DC) Alumni, postgraduate and SAE  

Catherine Sinclair, Education Officer (DC) Undergraduate and DMS 

Tamsin Thomas, Higher Education Manger (NYC)  

Qu Ting Zheng, Education Coordinator (NYC) Undergraduate and DMS 

 

Canada 

Elizabeth McCallion, Education and Society Manger (Toronto) 

Odette Valero Gomez, Project Coordinator (Toronto)  

 

Americas 

Salvador López Carbajal, Regional Director of Higher Education (Americas) 
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Education Marketing activities 

Undergraduate  
Postgraduate 

Taught 

Alumni 

Relations 

 Texas 

 California 

 Chicago 

 Mid-Atlantic 

 Northeast 

 NACAC National 

Conference 

 Counselor tour 

 

 Creative Industries 

Digital Campaign 

 Business School 

Road Show 

 

 Education UK Alumni 

Awards & Gala 

 Bespoke Events in 

New York and 

Washington DC 

 Alumni relations pilot 

program in NY 
Study Abroad 

& Exchange 

 NAFSA 

 Generation Study 

Abroad 
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Education is GREAT Britain Pavilion (Booth 1258) 
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15  

University 

Exhibitors 

2 
UK Sessions 

300+ 
UK 

Attendees 

Study in 

Scotland 

Study in 

Wales 
BUTEX 
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NAFSA 2017 deadlines 
 

Theme: Expanding Community Strengthening Connections 

 

 Session and workshop proposal 

Deadline: 8 August 2016 
 

 Poster fair proposal 

Deadline: 12 December 2016 
 

 More details: Call For Proposal and SIEM website updates 
 

Exhibiting: 

Open now for Global Partners 

July 18 for general exhibitors  
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British Consulate General NY 

845 Third Avenue 

New York, New York 10022 

British Embassy 

3100 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20008 

Stephanie Blochinger stephanie.blochinger@britishcouncil.org  

Alison Corbett alison.corbett@britishcouncil.org  

Gina Del Tito gina.deltito@britishcouncil.org  

Jenna Hartsell jenna.hartsell@britishcouncil.org 

Catherine Sinclair catherine.sinclair@britishcouncil.org 

Tamsin Thomas tamsin.thomas@britishcouncil.org 

Qu Ting Zheng quting.zheng@britishcouncil.org 
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