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EDUCATION UK ALUMNI AWARDS 
COMMUNICATIONS PACK


THIS PACK CONTAINS:
· background information about the awards
· audiences and messaging 
· useful links for promotion 
· links to images and flyers
· sample content for different channels.





BACKGROUND INFORMATION

WHAT ARE THE EDUCATION UK ALUMNI AWARDS?
The Education UK Alumni Awards celebrate the achievements of international alumni who studied at UK universities within the last ten years. The awards honour the outstanding achievements made by business professionals, entrepreneurs and community leaders who can demonstrate how their UK education has impacted on their subsequent success. 
There are three award categories:
· Professional Achievement Award – recognising UK alumni who have distinguished themselves through exemplary leadership and achievements in their professional industry
· Entrepreneurial Award – recognising UK alumni who are active in initiating or contributing to innovative new business opportunities that have the potential for strong growth 
· Social Impact Award – recognising UK alumni who have made an exceptional contribution and commitment to creating positive social change and improving the lives of others
The awards were launched in 2015 and were open to alumni from China, India and the USA. 
In 2016 the awards will be extended to ten countries:
· Brazil
· China
· Hong Kong
· India
· Indonesia
· Nigeria
· Pakistan
· Saudi Arabia
· Turkey
· USA
Each participating country will present the three award categories above. 

WHO CAN APPLY?
The Education UK Alumni Awards are open to individuals who are
· residing in one of the participating countries above; and
· alumni of a recognised UK higher education institution* who studied at this institution for a minimum of one term/semester within the past ten years (i.e. in/from 2005 or later).

*Recognised UK higher education institutions are defined as those meeting the criteria on this page: https://siem.britishcouncil.org/eligibility-criteria 

MESSAGING AND AUDIENCES

BENEFITS OF WINNING THE EDUCATION UK ALUMNI AWARDS
Winning an Education Alumni Award can:
· shine a spotlight on your achievements 
· bring you international recognition 
· help you raise your profile
· introduce you to new professional connections
· open up an international network of UK university alumni
· give you a platform to share your experiences of your UK education and subsequent achievements
· give you a sense of personal fulfilment.

TARGET AUDIENCES
Four different target audiences have been identified for promotion of the awards. 

1. Alumni of UK universities living in China, India and the USA

Calls to action: 
· apply for an award
· nominate a former classmate or colleague

Motivated by:
· the success of previous winners in their own country
· joining the ‘hall of fame’ of winners in their own country.


2. Alumni of UK universities living in other participating countries 

Calls to action: 
· apply for an award
· nominate a former classmate or colleague

Motivated by:
· being ‘the first’ in their country to win an award and the prestige that comes with that
· helping to extend the network of UK alumni in their own country.


The groups below are not target audiences for promotion, but we’d like to raise their awareness of the Alumni Awards to build the momentum for the Awards in the future.

3. Current international students studying at UK higher education institutions 

Calls to action:
· get recognised for your achievements after graduating
· be inspired by the successes of other international alumni from UK universities.

Motivated by:
· a goal to aim for after graduation
· the success of other international alumni from UK universities.

4. Prospective students thinking of studying at UK higher education institutions

Calls to action:
· see how a UK education has benefited the award winners 
· see the network you can be a part of through studying at a UK higher education institution.

Motivated by:
· a goal to aim for after graduation
· the success of other international alumni from UK universities.



USEFUL LINKS
http://www.britishcouncil.org/education-uk-awards - dedicated space on the British Council website containing:
· general information about the awards and eligibility criteria
· information about how to enter
· finalist profiles from 2015
· stories of famous UK alumni.

http://www.educationuk.org/global/sub/education-uk-alumni-awards/ - dedicated space on the Education UK website containing:
· profiles/case studies of all nine winners from 2015 (example: http://www.educationuk.org/global/articles/alumni-awards-2015-social-impact-winner-ruthe-farmer/) 
· news articles about the awards and the winners (example: http://www.educationuk.org/global/articles/alumni-awards-ceremony-2015-winners-meet-jimmy-choo/) 
· videos of each three award ceremonies in China, India and the USA (example: http://www.educationuk.org/global/articles/2015-alumni-award-winners-usa/) 

http://www.educationuk.org/global/ the Education UK homepage – a site aimed at prospective students considering a UK education.


IMAGES AND FLYERS
Images and print and web versions of the Alumni Awards flyers can be accessed and downloaded from this link:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7nqb5k0k6ufsi6t/AABdJP3JQ8BKBBt8o6A-EU3na?dl=0 


CONTENT EXAMPLES

Twitter:
Did you study at a UK university? Get recognised for your achievements in the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo 
Did you study in the UK? Get international recognition and build new connections with the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo
Want to strengthen your connections with other international alumni from UK universities? Enter the Education UK Alumni Awards: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo
What does it take to be an Education UK Alumni Award winner? See the achievements of international alumni from the USA: http://bit.ly/1HaCSke 
Follow in the footsteps of Ruthe Farmer and become part of the next generation of Education UK Alumni Award Winners: http://bit.ly/1I7owVJ 
Know someone who studied in the UK and deserves international recognition? Nominate them for an award now: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo 
Did you study at a UK university? The Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are coming to Brazil. Get recognised for your success: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo
Studying in the UK gives you access to a worldwide network of inspiring people. See some of them here: http://bit.ly/1HaCSke

Facebook:
Calling international alumni who’ve studied at a UK university in the last ten years... 
The Education Alumni Awards 2016 are now open! Raise your global profile, develop your professional networks and get international recognition for your achievements.
Enter now: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo

Coming soon… the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now in Brazil.
Did you study at a UK university? Develop your professional network, celebrate your achievements and share your success with the world.
Enter now: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo

For current social media posts through Education UK social media channels, please see separate document ‘Education UK Alumni Awards social media posts Jul-Aug 2015’

Text for alumni newsletter:
Heading: 
Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 – now open! 
Short intro on main page of newsletter: 
The Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 celebrate the outstanding achievements made by business professionals, entrepreneurs and community leaders who can demonstrate how their UK education has impacted on their subsequent success. 
Could you be a winner of next year’s Alumni Awards?!
Link off to:
The Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 honour the outstanding achievements made by business professionals, entrepreneurs and community leaders who can demonstrate how their UK education has impacted on their subsequent success.
The winners of the 2015 awards from China, India and the US have already started connecting with a network of professionals in their own countries and internationally, and will continue to enjoy an enhanced global status as a result of the award.
Watch the videos to see how they attribute their success, in large part, to their time spent studying at a UK university. The award winners describe how their experience of a UK higher education gave them opportunities to collaborate with people from different backgrounds and cultures and new tools and language to talk about and experience the world. These formative experiences supported them to achieve remarkable success in their field, such as human rights, technology, pharmaceuticals and sustainability. See examples of previous award winners from China, India and the USA.
The Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are open to alumni in the following ten countries: Brazil, China, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and the USA. To be eligible to apply or be nominated, applicants must be residing in one of the ten participating countries, and have studied at a UK higher education institution within the past ten years for a minimum of one term or semester.
The 2016 Awards are now open, so get your application in, and nominate others! Visit the website to find out more.


LINKEDIN CONTENT

Generic post for alumni in all 10 participating countries:

Calling international alumni from UK universities…
Applications for the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now open! Raise your global profile, develop your professional networks, get the recognition you deserve and share your success with the world.
Find out more: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo 
Country specific posts for alumni in China, India and the USA:

China:
Calling recent international alumni from UK universities living in China..
Be inspired by the stories of outstanding international university alumni in China and find out how you too can join in the success of previous winners. Applications for the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now open! Find out more: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo

India:
Calling recent international alumni from UK universities living in India..
Be inspired by the stories of outstanding international university alumni in India and find out how you too can join in the success of previous winners. Applications for the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now open! Find out more: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo

USA:
Calling recent international alumni from UK universities living in the USA..
Be inspired by the stories of outstanding international university alumni in the USA and find out how you too can join in the success of previous winners. Applications for the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now open! Find out more: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo


Country specific posts for alumni in countries where the awards are going to be opened for the first time (Brazil, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey):
Coming soon…the Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now in Nigeria!
Do you know someone who has studied in the UK and gone on to great success? They could be eligible to win an Education UK Alumni Award! The awards honour the outstanding achievements made by business professionals, entrepreneurs and community leaders who can demonstrate how their UK education has contributed to their subsequent success: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo
University/country specific posts: 
The Education UK Alumni Awards 2016 are now in Brazil!
Did you study at INSERT UNIVERSITY in the last ten years? Celebrate your success with the world, develop your professional networks by joining a unique network of global alumni, and gain international recognition for your achievements: http://bit.ly/1qYdoDo
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