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Press conference on Education UK Exhibition 2015 

 
Education UK Exhibition 2015 Press Conference in Bangladesh 
British Council’s Services for International Education Marketing (SIEM) team in Bangladesh 
organised a press conference on 4 February 2015 at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon Hotel to 
announce the Education UK Exhibition 2015 scheduled to start in Dhaka on 12 February. The 
exhibition will then move to Chittagong and Sylhet, both key markets for students aspiring for 
international higher education degrees in Bangladesh. There were 10 press correspondents 
present at the conference.  

This is the seventeenth Exhibition in Dhaka, eleventh in Chittagong and second in Sylhet.   

Exhibition schedule 
 

City Dhaka Chittagong Sylhet 

Date Thursday 12 February 2015  
Friday 13 February 2015 

Sunday 15 February 
2015 

Wednesday 18 
February 

Time 12pm to 6pm 12pm to 6pm 12pm to 6pm 

Venue Grand Ballroom of Pan 
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel 

The Peninsula 
Chittagong 

Rose View Hotel 
Sylhet 

 
Representatives from 38 UK institutions in Dhaka, 13 UK institutions in Chittagong and 7 UK 
institutions in Sylhet will be participating at the exhibition which will provide an opportunity to 
prospective students and their parents, teachers as well as professionals and training managers to 
meet representatives and delegates from renowned UK Higher Education institutions. Institutions will 
provide information on a range of subject areas at Foundation, Undergraduate, Postgraduate or 
Vocational levels. 
 
The exhibition in Dhaka will be inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Mr. Nurul Islam Nahid, Honourable 
Minister, Ministry of Education, Bangladesh while the exhibition in Chittagong will be inaugurated by 
the Chief Guest, Mr. Alhaj M Manjur Alam, Honourable Mayor of Chittagong City Corporation. The 
exhibition in Sylhet will be inaugurated by the Chief Guest, Professor Md. Aminul Haque Bhuyan, Vice 
Chancellor Shahjalal University of Science and Technology. 
 
Arshia Aziz, Head of Marketing, Communications and Digital, British Council Bangladesh informed 
press about our initiative on creating a social buzz through social networking websites (facebook, 
twitter, google plus and Instagram). “We have created a unique hashtag, #EdUK2015. We are asking 
visitors to comment, share and give feedback on the exhibition by using the hashtag, so we can track 
all comments and provide better services to students.” 
 
“We will be providing different colour coded stickers to students based on the programme that he is 
planning to apply, e.g. MBA, Postgraduate, Undergraduate, Diplomas and certificates etc. Students 
will find the same colour coding in the header boards of the respective UK institutions. This will enable 
them to locate the institution easily that is offering the desired programme. We have also developed an 
institutions’ guide containing the profile of each participating UK institution. The guide will be given to 
each student. The guide includes the subject matrices as well. This will also help the student in 
choosing the appropriate institution.”- shared by Arshia Aziz.  
 
Fouzia Younis Suleman Head of Press and Communication, British Council High Commission shared 
key issues on UK visas and immigration for Bangladeshi students, a few of which are given below.  
Visa applications from university students rose by 2% in the year ending September 2014, with an 
increase of 4% for the Russell Group universities. In Bangladesh the number of study visas granted 
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increased by 20%, in the year ending September 2014, with the vast majority of this increase for 
students going to Higher Education Institutes.  
 
UKVI has transferred the processing of UK visa applications made in Bangladesh to Delhi, India in 
September 2014 although the transfer has had no impact for customers in Bangladesh. Who can 
make visa applications in Visa Application Centres in Sylhet and Dhaka and collect their documents 
from both centres. A UKVI presence in the High Commission in Dhaka has been retained and all 
passports are retained in Bangladesh when an initial decision on a visa application is pending. UKVI is 
still working to the same global customer service standards for processing Bangladeshi visa 
applications.   
 
HESA Statistics (level of study) 
 

Level of study 
Bangladesh Bangladesh 

Total 
2011/12 2012/13 

Total 3955 4365 8320 

Postgraduate Research 410 445 855 

Postgraduate Taught 1665 1535 3200 

First Degree 1750 2255 4010 

Other Undergraduate 130 125 255 

        

Source: HESA Student Record       

©British Council       

 
HESA Statistics (Region of institution) 

Region of institution* 
Bangladesh Bangladesh 

Total 
2011/12 2012/13 

Total 3955 4365 8320 

North East 275 785 1065 

Yorkshire & The Humber 165 160 325 

North West 210 205 410 

East Midlands 140 120 255 

East of England 325 325 650 

South East 140 150 290 

London 1165 1030 2195 

South West 100 120 220 

West Midlands 240 225 465 

Scotland 155 145 300 

Wales 820 870 1695 

Northern Ireland 230 230 460 

    Source: HESA Student Record 
   ©British Council 
    

SIEM Bangladesh provides a wide range of marketing and promotional services to help UK institutions 
take advantage of growing international education opportunities in Bangladesh ensuring our creative 
solutions are tailored for the UK institutions.  
Over the last year Bangladesh is among the ten largest markets in both growth rate and total growth 
for sponsored UK study visas.   
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Articles published in national dailies 
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Contact us: 
M Jahir Uddin 
Project Manager Services for International Education Marketing (SIEM) 
 
Sarker Asif Iqbal 
Project Coordinator Services for International Education Marketing (SIEM)  
 
Shegufta Ahmed 
Project Coordinator Services for International Education Marketing (SIEM)  
 
Email: bgsiem@britishcouncil.org 
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