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China related news
International mobility

· The number of international students in China has reached 360,000, 93 per cent of whom are self-funded. China’s Ministry of Education estimates the number will reach 500,000 by 2020, making China the largest study destination in Asia. 
· According to a report by Education International Cooperation Group, an education agency, students going abroad for high school and undergraduate education accounted for 40 per cent of all Chinese students going abroad in 2014, compared to 23 per cent in 2012. However, admission rates at top universities have been decreasing in recent years, possibly as a result of growing competition.
International partnerships

· Speaking at a conference, President Xi Jinping urged for greater efforts in improving the education of Chinese students abroad and international students in China. Premier Li Keqiang called for China to deepen its relations with other countries through education, while Vice Premier Liu Yandong announced new measures to send more Chinese students overseas and receive more international students, in addition to strengthening services for such students. Since 1978, 3 million Chinese students have studied in over 100 countries.
· Du Zhanyuan, Vice Minister of Education, has announced further reforms to improve the quality of postgraduate education, which will include measures to encourage more China-foreign partnerships in a bid to increase internationalisation at postgraduate level.

· In cooperation with the China Education Association for International Exchange, the Ministry of Education has launched a nationwide evaluation of China-foreign joint programmes in vocational education. Pilot evaluations are set to begin in early 2015. There are 861 China-foreign joint programmes in vocational education.

Job market

· In response to estimates of a record 7.5 million graduates in 2015, increasing job market pressure, the Ministry of Education is requiring higher education institutions to allow students to suspend their studies and set up their own businesses. Surveys suggest 40 per cent of students support the initiative, but education professionals say they should finish their degrees first. 
· A report by the Ministry of Education indicates an upward trend in the number of Chinese overseas students returning to China, with the rate at 85 per cent (350,000) in 2013. Due to growing competition from domestic graduates, many returnees are struggling to find jobs and earn less than their expected salary, leading to dissatisfaction over the value of an overseas education. 

· A survey by Zhaopin, an online job seeking website, indicates that only 36 per cent of Chinese graduates want to work in government or state-owned enterprises, compared to 54 per cent in 2012. Career priorities are shifting towards multinational and private companies. 
Gaokao (college entrance exams)

· The Ministry of Education has released guidance notes on the Gaokao (college entrance exam) reform. Highlights include the consideration of students’ non-academic performance, such as their physical health, moral behaviour and creativity, and the further expansion of independent recruitment by higher education institutions.
Other
· Speaking at a conference, Qiu Yuanping, Head of the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office, announced plans to train 30,000 overseas Chinese teachers by the end of 2017. Improvements to curricula, textbooks and standard testing are also on the agenda. There are more than 60 million overseas Chinese in about 200 countries worldwide, and 20,000 schools of Chinese language and culture.
· China has announced plans to increase the number of schools connected to the internet in an effort to improve access to high-quality education resources and reduce regional gaps in the next six years. 

Other countries

· The US and China have jointly launched the ‘Access China’ initiative – or Zhi-Xing China - Perfect World US-China Young Leaders Fellowships – which is aimed at supporting 15 to 20 mid-career US professionals to study in China every year.

· Canada is the most popular destination for Chinese students pursuing a high school education overseas, according to the Education International Cooperation Group. Between 2007 and 2014, nearly 32 per cent of Chinese students attending high school abroad went to Canada, while 30.5 per cent went to the US. Together with Australia and the UK they attracted 90 per cent of all overseas Chinese high school students.
