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The UK has increased the number of scholarships to 401 worth more than Rs 14 crore this year 
in order to attract more number of students from India. 
 
The 'GREAT Britain Scholarship's  have been launched by The British Council under which 401 
scholarships are available this year across 57 institutions in England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland of UK.  
 
"Indian students in the UK can stay on to work after study in graduate-level employment (20,000 
pounds) for three years with possible extension for a further three," Minister Counsellor (Political 
and Press) of the British High Commission, Andrew Soper told reporters.  
 
He said that this would provide the students with cosmopolitan and multi-cultural outlook, UK 
Universities have a varied student body which welcomes Indian who are away from their 
homeland. "And as far as getting student visa is concerned, anyone who has got admission into 
a UK university will get a visa," Soper said.  
 
Last year, approximately 24,000 Indian students had secured admissions in the UK and in the 
coming academic session they are targeting an increase of 10-15 per cent students. In total 
around 4,20,000 foreign students study at various British universities.  
 
The UK is also offering the Chevening scholarships which are fully-funded for one-year master's 
degree programme.  
 
"This has expanded in India by four times and from next year onwards we will be offering more 
than 150 Chevening scholarships for India, which would be the largest for any country," the 
official said. 
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British Council today launched the 'Great Britain Scholarships - India 2015' in Lucknow as part 
of its ongoing 'Great Britain' campaign. 
  
The campaign showcases educational opportunities for Indian students in some leading British 
universities and colleges. Such programmes are held in select Indian towns every year. 
  
The total scholarships would be worth over Rs 15 crore. With 401 scholarships this year 
coupled with 750 in the last two years, this would be the largest ever scholarships programme 
offered to Indian students. 
  
"British universities and colleges continue to be the first choice among Indian students deciding 
to pursue higher studies abroad," British High Commission (New Delhi) minister counselor 
(political & press) Andrew Soper said here. 
  
He said the UK enjoyed a global reputation for excellence in the field of education and skills. 
  
"The fact that 84% of Indian student visa applicants in 2013 were successful clearly shows we 
welcome Indian students in our universities," he noted. 
  
However, Soper said the number of Indian students studying in the UK had fallen to 24,000 last 
year from the highs of 2010, when it stood at 40,000. 
  
"There could be several reasons behind the phenomenon. One major reason could be that the 
British government has cracked down upon bogus admissions, as we only want genuine foreign 
students to apply and study in the UK," he underlined. 
  
Four of the world's top six universities are in the UK. Over 90% of postgraduate students in the 
UK had rated the quality of teaching positively and the satisfaction rate had hit 10-year high at 
86%, as per the National Student Survey (NSS), British Council director (operations) Gill 
Caldicott informed. 
  
Meanwhile, 20 British universities and colleges participated in the Great Britain campaign. The 
UK, together with USA, Australia and Singapore, are leading offshore educational destinations 
for Indian students. 
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British Council today announced 401 scholarships for Indian students this year as part of its 
Great Britain campaign. 
  
"The UK and India share a well-established broad-ranging and expanding partnership on 
education. Towards this, it has announced the Great Britain scholarships-India 2015 under 
which 401 scholarships would be provided this year to Indian students," Director Operation 
British Council, India, Gillian Caldicott said here. 
  
With 401 scholarships this year and over 750 in the last two years, this is the largest 
scholarships programme offered to Indian students. The scholarships are worth almost 1.51 
million pounds, he said. 
  
"We are keen to encourage greater student mobility and exchanges between India and the UK. 
UK welcomes India's best talent to gain internationally recognised qualifications from top 
ranking global institutions," Caldicott said. 
  
On the occasion, Minister Counsellor (Political and Press) Andrew Soper said the fact that 84 
per cent of Indian students who applied for visas in 2013 were successful clearly shows that we 
welcome Indian students in our universities. 
  
British Council has also announced a new programme called 'Generation UK' which aims to 
bring upto 25,000 UK students to India over the next five years, he added. 
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British Council today announced 401 scholarships for Indian students this year as part of its 
Great Britain campaign. 
 
"The UK and India share a well-established broad-ranging and expanding partnership on 
education. Towards this, it has announced the Great Britain scholarships-India 2015 under 
which 401 scholarships would be provided this year to Indian students," Director Operation 
British Council, India, Gillian Caldicott said here. 
 
 

 


