INVITATION TO BID FOR UK TRAINING FOR 100 PERUVIAN TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Organisations that work in association with a UK university will also be eligible, as long as they can meet the following three conditions stipulated by PRONABEC:

1. The bid must be received from a university, i.e, in ‘old speak’, on university headed notepaper

2. The invoice must be issued by a university

3. The certificate of achievement for participants must be issued by a university

PRONABEC accepts that these current stipulations might be seen as unduly limiting; they are unable, however, to change them in time for this course.

Bids must be received by 13:00 on Wednesday 19 November and should be addressed to Adam Lewis adam.lewis@ukti.gsi.gov.uk, who will collate them and forward them to PRONABEC via Ben Rawlings of the British Embassy in Lima. ‘Soft copy’ in PDF format will suffice initially, but this should please be followed up by 09:00 on Friday 21 November with two hard copies addressed to Adam at UKTI Education, 1 Victoria Street, London SW1H 0ET – we’ll be couriering these to Lima later that day.

Bids may be to host all 100 teachers or to host multiples of 25 teachers (25/50/75).

Issues that your bid should address include the following, but we would welcome a creative approach to the development of this group of teachers, selected on the basis of a national on-line test of language proficiency for state school teachers. This group will comprise the 100 teachers with the highest scores on the test (with some possible adjustment to ensure broad national coverage).

· Major welfare responsibility looking after 100 teachers, none of whom will have travelled outside Peru before and many of whom will not even have been to Lima
· diagnostic test on arrival, to include language and teaching skills and assessment as judged fit during the course to permit of the issue of the certificate of achievement PRONABEC require
· 7 weeks all inclusive, inc. airport transfer on arrival and departure
· Half-board seven days a week (with adjustment, for example packed lunches, at weekends if outings so require)
· family accommodation strongly preferred, to ensure maximum language immersion and maximum welfare support
· the development of an ‘esprit de cadre’ is one key objective; that said, 100 teachers all in one location is unlikely to be the optimal solution
· the wider context for this work is a commitment by the government of Peru to the country being ‘bilingual in English’ by 2021 and the allocation of significant resource to this ambition over the period to 2021
· one day trip or outing each weekend, i.e. up to six trips, may be included in your costing
· the course should cover language and methodology AND an assessment of the participant’s trainer potential, so that we can together identify if possible a minimum of 50 candidates for a Master Teacher role on their return in the new national teacher development project that is planned
· a modicum of materials may be purchased and charged, e.g. dictionary, flash card sets, wall-charts, audio materials - but not a laptop!
· Most but not all teachers will be working in a low-tech, low-resource environment. The government of Peru has ambitious plans for broadband roll-out across the country but these may not be fulfilled before 2018
· IATEFL (Wider Membership Scheme) membership
· Health and travel insurance will be covered by PRONABEC

Bids should please also indicate experience, if any, of work with Peru specifically and with Latin American countries in general, and should give a general indication of the organisation’s track record in the development of international groups of teachers of English.

Organisations should please nominate a full-time course director and submit their CV, plus the CV of at least three other members of staff who will be working on the course, with an indication of the contribution each will be making.

Bids will be scored according to the following criteria:

a) approach (33%)
b) track record and staff experience (33%)
c) cost (33%)

Further ITBs will issue shortly, including one for tutor teams to deliver two, possibly three two-week teacher development ‘summer schools’ in Peru in January and February 2015 for approximately 500 of the next best scoring teachers in the recent language test.

As help to organisations deciding whether to bid for this opportunity or not, Adam and I will be holding two Q & A tele-conferences this coming Friday, at 10:00 and 12:00. Dial-in details are available from Adam, with whom organisations should register their interest. Subject to demand, we will also offer a tele-conference on Monday.

Our intention is to allocate this work by Thursday 27 November to enable selected organisations to issue the letters of acceptance that PRONABEC and the UK visa authorities require by 1 December.
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